ALABAMA QUALITY TEACHING STANDARDS

Pursuant to the mission of improving the academic achievement of all students in the public schools of
Alabama, teachers will align their practice and professional learning with the following standards:

Standard 1— Content Knowledge
To improve the learning of all students, teachers master the disciplines related to their teaching fields
including the central concepts, important facts and skills, and tools of inquiry; they anchor content in
learning experiences that make the subject matter meaningful for all students.

Standard 2—Teaching and Learning
To increase the achievement of every student, teachers draw upon a thorough understanding of learning
and development; recognize the role of families in supporting learning; design a student centered learning
environment; and use research-based instructional and assessment strategies that motivate, engage, and
maximize the learning of all students.

Standard 3—Literacy
To improve student learning and achievement, teachers use knowledge of effective oral and written
communications, reading, mathematics, and technology to facilitate and support direct instruction, active
inquiry, collaboration, and positive interaction.

Standard 4—Diversity
To improve the learning of all students, teachers differentiate instruction in ways that exhibit a deep
understanding of how cultural, ethnic, and social background; second language learning; special needs;
exceptionalities; and learning styles affect student motivation, cognitive processing, and academic
performance.

Standard 5—Professionalism
To increase the achievement of all students, teachers engage in continuous learning and self improvement;
collaborate with colleagues to create and adopt research-based best practices to achieve ongoing
classroom and school improvement; and adhere to the Alabama Educator Code of Ethics and federal,
state, and local laws and policies.




